
STEP 3 STEP 2

STEP 4

STEP 6 STEP 5

STEP 7

STEP 8

Obtain a Federal ID Number
(complete SS-4, mail or call)

Register with
California Secretary of State

Obtain
Local Business License

Register with
California Employment

Development Department

Check with California
Board of Equalization

Contact Agencies as Required
(zoning,  public works, health dept, fire,

police, state contractors board, etc.)

Register your
Fictitious Business Name

(if required)

Sole Proprietorship
No Employees

Some
Services

All Tangible
Goods

Do you require a
State Seller’s Permit?

STEP 1

Identify Business Structure

Sole Proprietorship
General Partnership

Corporation
Limited Partnership
General Partnership

LLC

Employees

Will you be liable for
California Unemployment

Tax?
No Employees
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